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19th FEsruary, 1803.

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Com-

mittee of the whole Houfe on Tuefday next.

A BILL

For settling sundry claims to ﬁublic' lands of the United States, south

pou

10

of the State of Tennessee.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives of the United States of America, in Congrefs affembled,
That every grant, deed, con\;eyance, or other written evidence
of any claim or claims to any of the lands lying to the north of the
thirty-firft degree of north latitude, and fouth of the ftate of T'en-
neflee, eaft of the rivef Miffiffippi, and weft of the weftern boun-

dary of the fate of Ceorgia, as the faid boundary is defcribed by

the articles of agreement and ceffion between the United States

and that ftate, derived or pretended to be derived from an aét of

the flate of Geérgia, pafled on the {eventh day of January, feven-
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teen hundred and ninety-five, entitled, “ An A& fupplementary to
an A& for appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of this
ftate, for the payment of the ftate troops, and for other purpofes
therein mentioned, and déclaring the right of this ftate to the
unappropriated territory thereof, for the proteion and fupport
of the frontiers of this ﬁate,‘ and for other purpofes therein men-
tioned,” {hall‘ be exhibited to the fecretary of ftate within twelve
moﬁths after the pafling of this a&, and thére recorded in a i)ook or

books to be kept for that purpofe, at the expenfe of the party ex-

hibiting the fame; who fhall pay to the perfon employed by the
fecretary of ftate for recording the fame, at the rate of

cents for every hundred words contained in each document thus
recorded ; nor thall any grant, deed, conveyance, or other written
evidence of any claim derived or pretended to be derived from
the faidk a&. of 'tim flate of Georgia, unlefs ‘it thall have been
exhibited and recorded in the manner and within the time above
fpecified, ever after be admitted or éonﬁdered as evidence in any
of the courts of the United States, againft any other grant from
the ﬁat.e of Georgia, or from the United States.

Sect. 2. And be it furtlzer enacted, That fo much of the five

millions of acres referved by the articles of agreement and ceffion

between the United States and the ftate of Georgia, as fhall not
during the prefent feffion of Congrefs have been appropriated
for fatisfying claims other than thofe defcribed in the preceding

feCtion, to any of the lands above mentioned, or fo much of the
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nett proceeds thereof as may be neceffary for that purpofe, fhall
be, and the fame is hereby appropriated for the purpofe of indem-
nifying for, and extinguithing the claims or pretended claims to
any of the landsabove mentioned, which are derived or pretended
to be derived from the above mentioned ad of the ftate of
Georgia.

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, That the feveral com-
panies, (or perfons claiming under them,) defignated in the faid
aft of the ftate of Georgia, by the names of “ Georgia Company,”
“ Georgia Mifliflippi Company,” ¢ Tenneflee Company,” and
“ Upper Miffiflippi Company,” fhall, upon making fuch a releafe
of the whole of their refpeflive claim or claims, in favor of the
United States, as fhall be approved of by the attorney general
for the time being, be entitled to receive grants for the amount
of land appropriated by the next preceding fedtion of this aét;
Provided however, That the fame grant fhall be located with the

approbation of the fecretary of the treafury, for the time being, on
lands to which the Indian title has not yet been extinguifhed, in
no more than fix trafs ; that is to fay, three trals for the perfons
claiming under the Georgia company, and one traét for each of
the othef companies, or the perfons claiming under them rei-
peQively, each of which tralls fhall extend the whole length or
breadth of the territory claimed by the refpe&live companies, and
fhall not have a greater proportienate traft on the rivers thanthe

territory thus claimed.
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SecT. 4. And be it further enacted, That the feveral compa-
nies and claimants aforefaid, fhall neverthelefs be entitled to
receive in lieu of the lands aforefaid, either certificates for two
millions and five hundred thoufand dollars, bearing intereft at
the rate of six per centum per annum, from the firft day of Janu-
ary, eighteen hundred and four, or certificates for five millions
of dollars, bearing no intereft; which certificates in either cafe,
together with the intereft which may accrue on thofe of the firft
defcription, if they fhall be preferred, fhall be [;aicl out of the
nett proceeds of the fales of the lands of the United States above

mentioned, next enfuing the completion of the payment of one

million two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, to be made to the

fate-of Georgia: Provided however, That the whole amouni o
be paid on account of the principal and intereft of the faid certifi-
cates; fhall not exceed the nett proceeds of the fales of the num-
ber of acres appropriated by the firft fe@ion of this a®, which
fhall be firft fold after the completion of the faid payment to the
ftate of Georgia.

Sect. 5. And be it Jurther enacted, That the certificates above
mentioned, fhall be prepared under the direction of the fecretary
of the treafury, and fhall be figned by the regifter of the treafu ry;
and ‘the credits on {lock ftanding on the treafury books, in the
name of the perfons to whom the faid certificates fhall have been
granted, fhall be transferrable in like manner as is provided for

the transfer of the public debt of the United States, and may alfo,



10
11
12
13
14

15

© u o

10..:

¢ 5 )
under fuch regulations as may be made by the fecretary of the

treafury, be transferred, at the expenfe of the parties, to books

kept for that purpofe, by the regifters of the land offices, which

are or may be eftablifhed for the difpofal of the lands above men-
tioned ; and the faid certificates fhall be receivable in payment
for any of the lands above mentioned, which fhall be fold by the

United States, as foon as the faid payment to Georgia fhall have

-been completed.

Suct. 6. And be it further enacted, That on every hundred

‘dollars or acres which may be allowed, in the whole, to the faid

~ companies or claimants by virtue of this a&l, the proportion of

each company, exclufively of the trafts which may have been

“furrendered to the ftate of Georgia, and of the claims called
. %.Citizens Rights” fhall be as follow; that is to fay, for the
% Upper Miffiflippi Company” five, for the ¢ Tenneflee Compa-
1ny” awelve, for the * Georgia Mifliffippi Company’) thirty-one,

_for ¢ The Georgia. Company”’ not exceeding forty-five, and for

¢ Citizens Rights” not exceeding five. -

.. Secr. 7. And be it further enacted, That the proportion of

, each, claimant under .each company,. of the land or certificates

allowed to fuch company, fhall be determmcd by the fccrefary of

ftate, the fecretary of the treafury and the attorney gen_eral for

_the time being, or by any two of them; and they or :;my wwo of

them fhall alfo have power to decide, in conformity to the princi-
B <
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ples of law and equity, on alt conflitinig claits within eaeh com-
pany.

Sect. 8. And be it farther endcfed, Thut each individual.
claimant fhall be allowed to-have the benefit of thefe terms; and
afcertained in the ranner abovié diretedy either of lands;of certis
ficates bearing intereft; or of certificates mot bearing interell, ag -
he fhall ele@: Provided however, That no lands flialk be allewed,
unlefs the party claiming the farme fhall have givenr notice in
Writing; to the fecretary of flate of his intention; on or befére the
firft day of July next, and fhall have releafed his claim. before
the firlt day of Oftober next, nor fhall any certifieate be granted teo
any claimant, unlefs within twelve months after the pafing of this
a&, he fhall have releafed his ¢laith ity the maner difeQed by
this a€t‘; and in the redetiption of the’ carribidates sabglE merk
tioned, which may bé received i payniert 6f Iands, thofé certi-
ficates fhall have a right of preference, which fhatl have been
iffued in favor of perfons who fhall have féleafed ehéif claims
before the firft day of O&ober next, and thefe certificates iffued ih
favor of perfons who fhall have releafed théif cldims afté? the
firft day of O&ober next, fhall have a preference in that muode of
redemption over each other, according t6 the fefpelive dites of
the teleafes made by the perfons in whofé favor they fhalt have
iffued.
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Sect. 9. And be it further enacted, That after the completion
of the payment above mentioned to the flate of Georgia, when-
ever a fum amounting to three per cent. on the principal of the
whole amount of the certificates iffued by virtue of this af, fhall
have been received in {pecie on account of the {ales of the above
mentioned lands, the {ame fhall be paid to the proprietors of fuch
oﬁtﬁanding certificates in proportion to the amount of fuch certi-
ficates refpedlively held by fuch proprietors; which payment
fhall be made in the fame manner as dividends of the public debt
of the United States are paid.

Sect. 10. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the
expenfe incident to the iffuing the certificates aforefaid, a fum of
two thoufand dollars, to be paid out of any money in the treafury
not otherwife appropriated, be, and the fame is hereby appropri-
ated. |

Sect. 11. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this adt
contained, fhall be conftrued to recognize, impair, or affe&t the

claims of any perfon or perfons to any of the lands above men-

tioned.

RUANE & SON, PRINTERS.



